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CE Marking

This product complies with the EMC direc-
tive (89/336/EEC) and the low-voltage
directive (73/23/EEC).

Introduction

Thank you for your purchase of the Krell
KAV-250p. To obtain the best performance
from your KAV-250p preamplifier, pay care-
ful attention to its placement, installation,
and operation. A thorough understanding of
these details will help insure satisfactory
operation and long life for the KAV-250p
and related system components.

THERE ARE NO USER-SERVICEABLE
PARTS INSIDE ANY KRELL PRODUCT.

Please contact your authorized dealer,
distributor, or Krell®, if you have any
questions not addressed in this refer-
ence manual.

Unpacking

1. Open the box and remove the top layer of
foam. You will see these items:

1 KAV-250p

1 KAV-250p remote control

1 T-10 Torx wrench

1 AC power cord

1 packet containing the Owner’s
Reference and the Warranty
Registration Card

NOTE: If any of these items are not includ-
ed, please contact your authorized Krell
dealer or distributor immediately for assis-
tance.

2. Carefully remove the unit and acces-
sories from the box. Remove the protec-
tive plastic wrap from the unit.

NOTE: Save all packing materials. If you
must ship your KAV-250p in the future,
repack the unit in its original packaging to
prevent transit damage.

Placement

WARNINGS

The preamplifier must not be located where
it could be exposed to dripping or splashing
fluids.

Before you install the KAV-250p into your
system, review the following guidelines to
choose the location for the KAV-250p. This
will facilitate a clean, trouble-free installation.
The KAV—-250p does not require any type of
special rack or cabinet for installation. For the
dimensions of the KAV-250p, see Specifi-
cations, on page 12.
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Placement, continued

Place the KAV-250p on a firm level sur-
face, away from excessive heat, humi-
dity or moisture. Other components may be
placed on or around the KAV-250p, since
the KAV-250p is not particularly hum sensi-
tive.

You may experiment with feet or cones as
long as they are not permanently affixed to
the chassis. Any unauthorized modifications
to the electronics or chassis will void the war-
ranty.

AC Power Guidelines

WARNING

Do not remove or bypass the ground pin on
the end of the AC cord. This may cause RFI
(radio frequency interference) to be induced
into your playback system.

The KAV-250p has superb regulation and
does not require a dedicated AC circuit.
Avoid connections through extension cords
or multiple AC adapters. High quality 15 amp
grounded AC strips are acceptable. High
quality AC line conditioners or filters can be
used if they are grounded.

Connecting the KAV-250p
to Your System

WARNING

When making connections to this compo-
nent or any other, make sure the power
amplifier is Off and the KAV-250p is in the
Mute or Stand-by mode. Make sure all cable
terminations are of the highest quality, free
from frayed ends, shorts, or cold solder joints.

Inputs

The KAV-250p is equipped with three pairs
of single-ended inputs via RCA connectors
(8-1, S-2, and S-3/PR), one single-ended
tape input via RCA connectors (Tape), and
one pair balanced input via XLR connectors
(B-1). The S-1 and S-2 inputs are standard
single-ended inputs. The S-3/PR has a user
configurable option. The S3/PR input is set
as a standard input from the factory, and it
may be set for use as a surround processor
throughput. See Optional Configurations,
on page 8.

The XLR input pin configuration is described
below:

Pin 1 Ground

Pin 2 Non-inverting (0°)

Pin 3 Inverting (180°)
Outputs

Outputs include one pair single-ended output
via RCA connectors, one single-ended tape
output via RCA connectors, and one pair bal-
anced output via XLR connectors. Both RCA
and XLR outputs are active at all times,
allowing simultaneous connections to sepa-
rate amplifiers or separate systems. Do not
connect both outputs to a single stereo ampli-
fier at one time.
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Connecting the KAV-250p

The left and right channel RCA and balanced
inputs and outputs are labeled on the back-
plate. Maintain the correct left/right orienta-
tion.

To prevent the introduction of hum or other
noise into the system, organize all wiring
between the KAV-250p and other system
components neatly. Separate AC wires from
audio cables.

1. Connect the left and right outputs of
your source components to the inputs
on the KAV-250p.

2. Connect the output of the KAV-250p to
the input of your power ampilifier.

Krell® recommends the use of balanced
interconnects. Balanced interconnects not
only have the ability to minimize sonic loss
but also have immunity to induced noise,
especially for installations using long cable
lengths. Balanced connections have 6dB
more gain than single-ended connections.
When level matching is critical, keep this
specification in mind.

Additional Connections

RC-5IN ,
This input accepts baseband RC-5 input
commands from various remote devices,
facilitating custom installations. The input
allows the KAV-250p to be controlled via
hard-wired signals sent from such units.

12 VDC REMOTE POWER OUT

These outputs send 12 volt power on/off
signals to other Krell components, as well
as to other devices that incorporate a 12
volt power on/off trigger input. This allows
for remote turn on/off of other components
when the KAV-250p is powered on/off.

NOTE: Consult the owner’s reference of
any device used in a custom installation to
take full advantage of the remote capability
of the KAV=250p.

Preamplifier and Remote
Control Operation

The KAV-250p provides input selection and
volume control from the front panel. The
KAV-250p remote provides complete pre-
amplifier functions as well as Krell CD trans-
port and power amplifier remote functions.

NOTE: Not all buttons on the remote control
function with the KAV-250p. Press the
Amp/Pre button on the remote to access
preamplifier commands.

NOTE: When a function button on the
remote control is pressed, the blue pilot led
will flash on the KAV-250p. When the but-
ton is released the flashing stops.

1. Engage the power switch on the
KAV-250p either manually or using the
remote control. After pressing the power
switch, the red Stand-by led on the
KAV-250p will turn off and the blue
Power led on the KAV-250p will illumi-
nate. The preamplifier is now ready for
operation.

2. Choose a listening source and select
that input either manually or via the
remote control.

3. Start play of the source.

4. Set the volume to a comfortable listen-
ing level.

5. When changing sources, lower the vol-
ume to the Off position or Mute the out-
put (see Mute, on page 6). This insures

KRELL® KAV-250p

English Page 5 of 12



that the next source played will not dam-
age your system with a high output tran-
sient. :

A description of the buttons on the
KAV-250p and the KAV-250p remote is
provided below.

PWR Power On/Off Button
AVOLUME Raises volume
VYVOLUME Lowers volume

<L Bal R (remote control only)

Shifts the balance to the left in 1dB incre-
ments. The “L” position mutes the right
channel.

» L Bal R (remote control only)

Shifts the balance to the right in 1dB incre-
ments. The “R” position mutes the left chan-
nel.

BALANCE and LEVEL

When either the “L” or the “R” on the
Balance control button is pressed on the
remote, the Balance led on the KAV-250p
will illuminate and the volume control leds
convert to a Balance control indicator. The
center led (Level) will always remain dimly
illuminated indicating the center balance
position. As balance is adjusted either left or
right, another more brightly lit led illumi-
nates to indicate the now modified balance
setting. After 5 seconds of inactivity or a vol-
ume adjustment, the leds revert back to vol-
ume control indicators. If the Balance has
been set to an off-center position, the
Balance led will remain lit after the adjust-
ment period. If returned to a centered
Balanced position, the Balanced led will
extinguish after the adjustment period.

MUTE (front panel only)
Press the input button of the active source
to mute the output.

UNMUTE (front panel only)

Press the input button of the active source
again to unmute the input. If the active
source is changed while the KAV-250p is
muted, press the input button of the new
active source a second time to unmute the
KAV-250p.

MUTE (remote control only)
Press the mute button of the remote to mute
the output of the active source.

UNMUTE (remote control only)
Press the mute button of the remote to
unmute the output of the active source.

NOTE: When the mute led on the KAV-250p
is illuminated, there is no signal output.

B-1 Selects the B-1 input

S-1 Selects the S-1 input

S-2 Selects the S-2 input

S-3 Selects the S-3/PR input’
TAPE Engages the tape monitor

Battery Installation and Removal

NOTE: Batteries should be replaced when
functions from the remote control become
intermittent. The KAV-250p remote uses
two AAA size 1.5 volt batteries.

1. Remove the backplate to expose the
batteries.

Remove the old batteries.

3. Install the new batteries, following the
battery position diagram on the plastic
battery receptacle.

4. Re-install the backplate.
5. Check to make sure the remote control
is functioning properly.

“See Optional Configurations, on page 8.
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THE KAV-250p REMOTE CONTROL
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